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While out after my horses I flushed a single Turnix from 
some long grass in Messmate forest country; it flew off 
and landed about eighty yards away; note both where it 
flushed and landed. 


Go along to where I flushed the Turnix yesterday, search 
all round where I flushed the bird, no luck, 


| hougren 
5 Ube ay ae 


eats tats BaF tat 


mit § E drem 


See Peer sas ve 


AREA 
io 1- Oct.31. While out after horses, flush a Single bird, 


1- Nov 1. Quarter area thproughly, flush covey of five 


birds, 3 big and 2 smaller ones, shot one of the last 
proved to be a male, 


o 


1- Nov 2. Visit area again, no birds noted 
YW 1! W W WT W 


Nov. 9. s 


o 


2= Nov 21, Flush single bird, it flew off 150 yards and 


landed again, try to flush it again but fail; shortly 
after, hear deep toned booming call from near where 
bird landed; Ooomm-ooomm-ooommsooomn rapidly uttered 
for about 20 seconds; first few notes very faint and 
low appearing to come from a considerable distance, 
succeeding notes gradually getting shorter, louder, 
higher in tone,and more rapidly uttered; last notes 
of call about 5 tones higher than first. Imitate the 
call, bird replies a couple of times, see it coming 
and shoot it. Proved to be a female, apparently nest- 
ing. 


1- Nov 22, Search this area again, a bird flushed and 


landed again some distance away. Imitate the gall, a 
bird answered from a couple of hundred yards away,it 
Called. repeatedly and I caught sight of it walking 
through the grass, a female, Heard a couple of others 
Calling but could not locate them. 


1= Nov 24, Flush female 50 yards from spot where previously 


flushed, Tater, flush another female 70 yds from Same 
Spot; this bird landed again about 150 yds away, started 
‘to call, kept calling at intervals, and eventually came 
back to within a few feet of where it flushed then went 
further on. 


d-lov2}. Flush single bird, male, 10ft from where it was 


previously flushed, 


3- Nov 26. Male and female flushed about 40 yds away from 


marked tree, 


, 2- Nov 26, Flush a single bird, appeared to be a male, 


1- Nov 26, Search all round spots where I had previously 


seen birds, did not see any, 


4% : 
| hob aco 4x2 6- Dec 4, Pair of birds flushed and. landed some distance 


away, mark the spot, Afternoon return and search round 
hear female calling 60 yds from spot, she appeared to 
be moving about a good decal. Flush the male a few yds 
away from marked spot. 


Dec 7. Sesrch 1 - 5 - 6, areas but didnot see agy birds 


Coen Dec 21. Flush a female 2 miles south of town, 


Dec 22, Flush female 100 yds from where seen yesterday 
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No 6- Jan 6, Flush a pair of birds a couple of hundred yards 


5 


away from where seen previously. 


Jan 6, A few yards from the marked tree, a covey of 8 

birds,(apparently ~@ quarter grown) flushed; could not 

secure any of them. They flushed as one bird and scat- 
tered in all direction&. These birds may have been all 
males. 


Coen Dee 9th, A couple of miles north from town I flushed 
a female, she landed a short distance away, flushed her a 
couple of times, no nest. 


Jan 31. Heard a female calling 150 yds from a marked spot 
flush the bird, she rose high above the treetops and dis- 
appeared from view. Shortly after anotuer called from the 
Same spot, flush it, female. 


Feb 2, Flush a female, she flew a few fect and landed 
again, no nest. Another heard ‘calling about 100 yds away. 


Feb Tf. Heard a female calling, imitate Call, bird replies 
flush and shoot it, female, eges and oviduct very much 
enlarged. : 


Feb 2, Flush a male a couple of hundred yards from where 


I shot female yesterday; heard a female calling in the 


Be 


Same locality but could not flush her. Afternoon TI Fsxe) 
along to the same place, heard a couple of females call, 
flush and shoot both. Eggs and oviduct very much enlarged 
ae both birds. These females would have laid within a few 
ays. 


Feb 2, Flush a female 150 yds from marked tree. 


Feb3. About 490 yds from where I saw birds yesterday & 
flush 4 birds, male and three females. fry to flush male 
again,no luck. Females calling occasionally do not dis- 
turb them 


Feb 3. Flush two females 20 yds from where bird flushed 
yesterday. 


Feb 4, Hear female call, flush her; later flush another 
female, probably same bird, 

Feb 5. Female heard call, flush her; later fliish a couple 
of males, shot one. 


Neb 7. Hear female call, she replied cach time I imitated 
call, eventually got to within a few feet of her; shortly 
after saw her running turough the &rass with a male in 
close pursuit; one of the birds was uttering a whistling, 
chirrtiping note. Several times a different call was heard 
a deep toned, humming, rapidly uttered -Pug-eug— 

from three to five Ser onay ne Oa ged SNE ieee in So en 


= Feb 10, Female heard calling, flush her about 150 yds away 


from marked tree, Search round 4 different arcas but dia 
not see or hear any birds, 


Mar 4, Search this area thoroughly. Flus m 

a marked tree, Flush female ana “te bores Sa ae eae 

spot where seen Feb 10th, Flush a female JOyas away from 
spot, Flush another female on outskirts of area; none of 
these birds called after being flushed. 

Go along and search No 1 area, no birds seen or heard, 


Nei. Jas Catheturus purpureicollis, 


Sige March 6th, 1912. Examined a mound late in the afternoon, It 


... contained one young bird not long hatched, as it haa only 


worked up about three inches from the egg-Shell; it was ina 


domed, circular chamber, ( five inches in diameter, .by three 


inches high ) about two feet from the surface of the mound, 


in which it appeared to be resting 
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Mar 5th. Search Ho7 & J area, no birds seen or heard 


6- Mar 5th. A pair of birds flushed 50 yds from where seen 
yesterday and landed near the marked tree, 


4mile 6- Mar 6th. Heard a female call, locate and flush ,the 


Nfrom bird. Visit same place late in the afternoon; the bird 
camp was calling again about 20yds from where seen this morning 


5- Mar6th. Search area, no birds seen or heard, 


4- Search area, Pair of birds flushed 6 feet away from spot 
Mar 6th where flushed Feb 5th. Another female heard calling 150 - 
yds away. 4 aaa 


6- Mar 7th. Pair of birds flush on outskirts of area. 


1- Mar 9th. Female flushed and landed againl 50yds away. Later 
she started to call, stalk and catch sight of her, a few 
minutes later I heard the chirping call of the male coming 
towards the spot, caught sight of him walking through the 
grass towards the female, he caught sight of me and ran off 
Calling rapidly, female also left. 

Mar 9th Goalong to tae spot where I flushed the female 7th 
5 yds from the spot I hemrd the female Call, the chirping 
and gugging call of the male also heard, could not flush 
the birds. Climb tree and watch, in about an hours time I 
saw the female walking through the grass, where I previously 
heard her calling, she disappeared in some long grass about 
20 yds away, heard her call there omce. 


6- Mar 9th Female heard and flushed 200 yds from marked tree 
1- Mar 10th Female heard calling about 50yds away. 


G- Mar 10th Female heard calling, flush female and two males 
a few yis from marked tree, female Calling after landing 
and making back to the spot, a few minutes later I saw one 
of the birds right back at the spot. Later one called from 
about 30 yds away, flush female and two males again. landed 
Same Place as previously, female calling repeatedly appear 
to be coming back to spot where first flushed, 


6- Mar 11th. Female and two males flushed 20 yds away from 
where seen Mar 5th. Female rose right above the treetops 
and disappeared from view 150yds away. 

Afternoon, female heard calling where seen Mar 9th, moving 
about a good deal 

Mar 12th. Afternoon, go along to where I heard the female 
yesterday afternoon, after imitating the call for some time 
a female replied from a spot a few feet away from where I 
last heard her call yesterday; flush a pair of birds, a few 
feet away was a tree that I had marked some time ago. 


~@ miles W 9- Mar 12th. Heard a female call, imitate call, one replys 
from camp from a few feet away on the right, another from several yds 

away on the left. A little later a male calls from a few féet 
in front, first uttered the chirping call, then the sugging 
call, and twice a different call: Chrrp-chrrp-chrrp-chrrp-- 
Kwaare-kwaare, The first four notes were short and rapidly 
uttered, last two were of longer duration, mach louder and 
with a distinct pause between. The females were calling 
frequently and were moving about a good deal, 
A few hours later both females were calling again in this 
“place, Saw one several times as she was walking through the 
grass 


1 Dromaius novae ~hollandise 


Sedan. Cloncurry River. Queensland. Woted occasionally 
during February and March, 1910. Frequenting tue Gidgee 
ridges end the edges of tho open plains, 


Cape York. NW. Queensland. 


6- Mar 18th Heard a female call, om the outskirts of this area 


but did not flush the bird. 

Tommy flushed a couple of birds in another part of this area 
about 160 yds from where I had often seen the birds, he also 
found a nest that the Goannas had raided a cpuple of days 
previous. 

Mar 19th Go along to where Tommy had seen the birds and 2m 
found the old nest. Nest in a short grass pocket, Similar 

to others previously found, T wo females flushed from about 
the same spot, 

Go to where I heard the female call yesterday afternoon, 
flush a female about 50 yds from the spot. no nest found, 


}- Search all the short grass pocketaé, found another nest 
Mar 19th that the Goannas had raided, nest in similar position to 
others. 


6- Mar 19th Afternoon, Semale heard call near where the birds 
flushed this morning. 
same distance from this area 
G- Mar 20th Half mile from camp/a female heard calling 
Visit this spot next morning and in the afternoon but do 
not hear or see the bird 
Mar 22nd Visit spot again in the morning no sign of the bi 4 
bird. Start to closely s:arch the whole area. Bventually 
flush a female, later on find the nest 1lyds from where 
the bird flushed, 4 eggs, apparently hard set. Spent a few 
hours waiting to get a snap of bird at nest, but she would 
not go to it, she flushed again a HRWXERAEX a couple of 
feet to the side of the nest. Nest 150yds from where the 
bird was calling on the 20th, in a fairly big area of short 
erass country, Bird flew into long grass when flushed, when 
Tommy flushed her there she flew into the short grass arcg 
she flew into the lomg grass again when she flushed from 
near the nest. Nest Placed between a stoolm of long grass 
and a small shrub, shape spherical, composed of fine blades 
of long grass and fine stems of wiry grass. Measurements, 
‘ length 6in. depth 5in. width 53in. Inside, length 42 in. 
width and depth 4 in. Bntrance 32 in wide 3 in deep 


Afternoon, go along to where we flush the birds(Mar 19th) 
yesterday, a few yds from the spot, found a nest from which 
the young had lately hatched, ome addled egg and shells of 
three others. A female flushed a few yds from marked tree 
search round and find another nest just raided by Goannas, 
% eggshells, nest in similar position to others, 

Next day, go along to the same spot, Tommy found a nest 

2 eges a few yds from raided nest found yesterday. 


8- Mar 23rd Hear female call 300 yds from marked tree and =a 
about the same distance from where I shot female Nov 21st 


Mar 24th. Send Tommy along to where I heard the bird call 
yesterday afternoon, He came back in about 1% hours, said 
he had found the nest, it contained 4 eggs. Go along with 
him. Nest about 200yds from where I heard the bird call, 
and about 40tyds from where Tommy flushed the bird, 
In short grass pocket at base of stool of long grass, am- 
ongst short grass; shape spherical, composed of narrow 
plades oflong dry grass and short stems of wiry grass, a 
couple of leaves of Ironbark in the bottom of nest, Wait 
to get a shot at the bird, in about twad hours time she 
returned, and on seeing the cleared space round the nest 
ran off before I could get a shot, . 
Measurements, outside length 53 in. width 5 in. depth 52 th 
Inside length 42 in, width and depth 3$ in. Entrance 2% in 
Wide by 3 in deep; ragged ends stick out over the entrance 
about 5 in. 

Afternoon %extxtax I went along to the nest, bird had been back at 

‘ it, imitate the call for some time, the bird replys once 

from some long grass near the nest . 


Nojco s; Synoicus australis. 


Their call is a fairly loud, plaintive, two-note whistle: 
Tuu-wheeeece; repeated at intervals; frequently heard at 
daybreak, and late in the afternoon; occasionally through 
the day during dull wet weather. . 

Usually seen in coveys of up to a dozen birds, in heavily 
poedod forest country; and occasionally in open country 
in the vicinity of swamps and lagoons. They rarely flush 


until almost walked on, then, as a rule, the covey flashes 


b= 


Mar 25th. Go along to the nest found a couple of days ago, 
Goannas had raided it yesterday, shells of three eggs 

lying near it. 

Passing through a short grass area near where & had often 
previously seen the birds a female flushed and landed a 
few yds away, search, no nest, 

Mar 26th. I had sent Tommy out to camp a couple of days 
previous, telling himm to look for nest of the bird I had 
flushed on the 25th. When I reached camp Bommy told me he & 
had found the nest, it contained 4 esgs. 
foxniongxwithxnimxkoxmavexexto oKxKmexxKxKXKKK XXKKXKKKKEKKKK 
Mar 29th Go along to have a look at the nest that Tommy 
found. This nest was in a short grass pocket, about 100 
Yds from where I flushed the bird on the 25th, Tommy flushed 
the bird about 70 yds from it. Shape ovoid, placed at the ~ 
base of a xmmg stool of long grass amongst short fine grass 
and almost completely screened by a small crceping plant. 
Quite a plain track leading to the nest through the short 
grass, noticeable for a distance of three fect. 

Composed of fine dry grass, a few small eucalyptus leaves 
and a small splinter of wood in the egg chamber. 
Measurements, outwardly from entrance ta rear,6 in. Depth 
and width 5 in. Ginside length 5 in. width 33 in. depth 3 in. 
Entrance, width 3 in. depth 2 in, Depression in ground # in. 


Flush a female about 20 yds from where Tommy flushed her, 
later on flush her a few yds away from same spot. 
Afternoon, flush the female from the same spot again. 


Tommy found an old nest from which the young had hatched, 
about 70 yds away from where the bird flushed. ; 


Mar 30th. Flush the female again a few feét from where she 
twice flushed yesterday. 


Mar 31 Flush the female again a few. feet from the usual 
spot. Search the whole area again for a hundred yds around. 


Marj! Female flushed. Afternoon heard calling could not 2k 
flush her, 


April 13th. Heard a female calling about 150 yds from where 
I got nest Mar 24th, flush female from short grass pocket, 
April 14th Go along and search the area, found a nest that 


a Goanna had raided, 20 feet from where thw bird flushed 
yesterday. 


April 14th. Flush five small Purnix, probably all males, in 


a locality where I had not previously noted them. Could not 
flush any of them:a second time, 


May 14th. Morning, flush two females and a male. Afternoon 
flush a female near the same spot, she flew, off behind me, 
twist round in the saddle ana try a snapshot, miss, horse 
nearly jumped from under me, 


No.5, Megapodius tumulus,. 


mound, not all round.like the smaller mounds. Most of the 
big mounds have numbers of trees, shrubs, and vines etowtns 
in them from base to top, in some’ instances the trees were 
up to ten inches in diameter; trees of bigger diameter were 
often noted, but the mounds appeared to have been gradually 
built up around them, } 

February 27th, 1912, When examining a mound of C.purpurei- 
collis which contained eggs, I unearthed a fresh egg of M, 
tumulus. Later, on questioning an intelligent Native re, 
this occurrence, he told me that he had often found an oda 
egg of this species in a Turkeys mound; and that he had 
occasionally found an egg lightly buried in the soil near 
a favourite feeding ground in the scrub. 

Solitary young, from newly hatched to half-grown birds are 
frequently Seen during the breeding season; on being dis- 


turbed they fly up into a nearby tree, 


at 2th. W e walking from this area to No 1, a female 

a Saat eee ntonont pues pocket)right alongsidé my foot, 
andilanded again about 50 yds away. Looking down saw nest 
containing four eggs, Lay down in grass a few feet away , 
some time later I htought I heard her utter a short call 
50 yds from where ghe landed and the same distance from 
the nest, Later on I had a look at the nest, female ran out 
a few inches then flushed and landed in same place as before, 
Wait till dark but she did not return 
Next morning I went over to the nest, bird calls once from 
Close by but I could not flush her, . 
Nest placed in shallow depression in ground amongst short 
fine grass, not interwoven with tt, shape ovoid, entrance & 
in large end; composed of fine wiry dry grass stalks a few 
straggling ends of which stick out over the entrance for & 
Jin. lined with axfew short bits of fine grass and a couple 
of Eucalyptus leaves; dimensions outwardly, from entrance 
to rear 6% in., depth 54 in., width 5 in.; inside from en- 
trance to rear 55 in., depth 44 in., width 4 in. 


1- Mar 12th, Hear a female calling 
flushed the 

6- Mar 12th. Go along to where I had frequently eaxitxeamictiok 
birds and search the area, flush a female from near the Pi § 
usual spot, imitate the call for some time bat the bird 
would not reply; once I heard the gugging call of the male 
from near where the female landed, flush the female again, 
She landed 70yds away, imitating the Call, the male replys 
with a call not heard before: a deep-toned whistling Chu- 
chu-chu-chu-chu-chu, rapidly uttered, every time I imitated 
call of the female, he replied with this call, try to flush 
him but fail. A few yds from where the female danded the 
Second time I flush two females, one landed in the old spot 
the other 50 yds awey. 


S- Mar 14th. Passing through this area I imitate the call, a 
female replys from near the marked tree, 


5- ay 14th. Search this area thoroughty, no birds seen or 
eard, 


6- Mar 14th. Go along to where I flushed a female, afternoon 
Mar 11th. flush female again 100 yds from the tree, 


par 15th. Flush a pair of birds 200 yds from nearest mark 
ree, 


’ 


Mar 16th Flush a female 150 yds from spot where flushed 
Mar 12th. this bird called a couple of times after she 


landed. 
1% miles 10- Mar 17th. Female heard Calling. Search the area, found 
SE from & nest that had been raided by Goannas. Nest in short 
camp grass pocket, placed at base of stool of long grass, 


Shape spherécal, composed of blades and fine wiry stalks 


of dry grass. Egg shells Plainly showed the teeth marks 
of the above reptiles, 


]- Mar 18th, Flush female from long grass on outskirts of 
this area 


4s Mar 18th Search area, no birds seen or heard, 


9- Mar 18th Search arca, no birds seen or heard, found a 
nest from which the young had recently hatched. Nest at 
base of stool of long grass(in short &rass pocket) well 
hidden in the short grass and vines; similar to one found 
yesterday. ; 


@- Mar 18th Search area, no birds seen or heard 
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Usually seen in coveys of up to a anear birds, in neavily 
eérassed forest country, and occasionally in open country 
in‘the vicinity of swamps and lagoons.’ They rarely flush 
until sue walked on, asca rule the covey rises as one 
‘Gata maces to all sdants of the compass, each landzpyy 


ing 


again within a radius of clea hae ' 
di?ficult of 8 hundred yards; it is very Maeax 


to flush any one of them a sccond time. I have oft.n seen 
The call is a fairly loud, plaintive, two néte whistle. 
Tuum-wheeee, repeated at coe Mee eee heard at 
daybreak, and late in the afternoon; occasionally heard . 
through the day during dull wet weather, 

I have frequently heard and seen them énithaveamétincality 
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